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Pediatric Sub-q Home Treatment in 

Quebec-The search for choices.

üWe were asked to consult on a 3 year old girl 

with agammaglobulinemia.  She had been 

diagnosed 6 months prior to the consultation 

and had started in IVIg replacement therapy at 

her treating hospital.

üHer history prior to diagnosis including recurrent 

infections and hospitalization for intravenous 

antibiotic treatment.



IVIg

üSince starting IVIg this child complained of 

headaches beginning 24-48 hours after the 

infusions.  They would last 1-2 days and were 

extremely debilitating.

üOn at least one occasion she had a seizure 

during these headaches.

üWe were asked to explore treatment options as 

pretreatment with antihistamines, steroids and 

NSAIDs were ineffective.



The Option of ScIg

üNewly available product (under Health 
Canada Special Access program) 
provided one option.

üStudies suggested that ScIg replacement 
may have less systemic side-effects 
including aseptic meningitis/headaches

üWe decided to offer this treatment to the 
family



How to Set Up a ScIg Program? 

The Quebec Experience

üPatient Selection

üEquipment

üBlood bank logistics

üTraining

üMonitoring and record keeping

üPeriodic reassessments

üProgram Evaluation



Required Resources

üNursing staff to train patients and monitor 

progress

üProcess for tracking infusions

üPumps, syringes, swabs, incidentals

üScIg



SC infusions-required materials


