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. Counting Down to 19 May 2010

The World Hepatitis Alliance (WHA) has been preparing for 19 May
for several months. With a little over five months to go, we hope
you have also been able to start your preparations.

Since the last edition of the newsletter, the WHA has launched its new membership
structure; attended the 60" Annual American Association for the Study of Liver
Diseases (AASLD) congress, where we launched the ‘This is hepatitis...’

campaign; distributed various global updates through our new e-Alerts; and
continued to lobby governments for the World Health Organization (WHO)
resolution on viral hepatitis.

We have also been working with the International Union Against Cancer, the
organisers of World Cancer Day. The theme for next year’s World Cancer Day,
on 4 February, is cancer-causing viruses. This is a great opportunity for all of us
to highlight liver cancer as the result of undiagnosed and untreated hepatitis B
and C. We will be providing you with more information shortly, including contact
details of cancer patient groups around the world.

By now, you should have received your invitation to become a formal member of the
WHA. Please join — the more members we have, the stronger the WHA will become.

Save the Children Gets on Board

We are delighted to announce that Save the
Children, the global children’s charity, has
offered their support to the WHA’'s campaign
for a WHO resolution on viral hepatitis. Save
the Children will be attending the WHO
Executive Board (EB) meeting in January
2010, where viral hepatitis is due to be

@ Save the Children

In This Month’s Issue...

discussed. Their support will strengthen
the WHA'’s case for a resolution.

We are also in discussion with many global
NGOs, including the Gates Foundation and
World Vision, to gain their backing and are
continuing to lobby EB members directly.

I .
® World Hepatitis Day:
New Campaign Materials

® Under the Spotlight:
SOS Hépatites Algeria

ST

World Hepatitis
Alliance
Unveils New
Campaign

at AASLD

At the 2009 AASLD meeting
recently held in Boston, the
WHA launched two major
initiatives — the new WHA
membership structure and
the 2010 campaign theme,
‘This is hepatitis...’

Over the course of three days,
the WHA discussed the new
initiatives with over 500
people at the WHA booth.

The first-ever WHA booth
received visitors from around
the world, boosting the

WHA's profile with potential
new sponsors and supporters,
doctors and medical societies

Launched at a briefing event,
the ‘This is hepatitis...’
session attracted a broad
range of people, from
sponsors to US advocates.
Speaking at the launch,
Charles Gore, President of
the WHA, explained:

“lgnorance and confusion
around hepatitis B and C is
still far too common. | know
from personal experience the
challenges that people living
with viral hepatitis face on a
day-to-day basis. We are
launching the ‘This is
hepatitis...” campaign in the
hope that patients will feel
empowered to speak out
about their own experiences
and to help educate and
support others.”

o

o
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® WHA Welcomes

New Members
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& This is hepatitis...’
Campaign
Materials

Just as in previous years, the WHA
will provide you with a range of
campaign materials. These include
posters, toolkits, website adverts
and logos. We hope you will use
and adapt the materials provided
for your national campaigns.

® This is hepatitis...’
Posters and
Postcards

This year’s posters and postcards
are based on five themes:

¢ High Impact - to encourage the public
to take notice of viral hepatitis

e Get Protected — to communicate the
risk factors of hepatitis B and C

Get Tested - to encourage people to
get tested, illustrating how simple it is

e Get Vaccinated - to inform the public
that there is a vaccine for hepatitis B

Get Treated - to show that there is
effective treatment available for
hepatitis B and C

Under the Spotlight:

One of the main aims of the WHA is to bring together patient groups from around the
world to work collectively and share best practice. This month Hamid Bouallag, from
SOS Hépatites Algeria, shares what he has been up to recently.

1. What have you been doing recently?

The most recent event organised by our
association was a forum on 21 October
2009 on the management of medicines in
Algeria. All of the major players in Algerian
medicine participated, including the
Association of Medicine Manufacturers,
the Association of Medicine Importers, the
Syndicate of Private Doctors, the Director
General of a hospital pharmacy group, and
a representative from the Health Ministry.
Over 25 journalists were present as well.

2. How did you mark World Hepatitis
Day 2009?

World Hepatitis Day 2009 was supported
by the President of the Republic, and
marked by a parliamentary day. All the
challenges associated with hepatitis were
discussed and the recommendations that
arose from these discussions were sent to
the President of the Republic as well as to
the Health Minister.

3. What does viral hepatitis mean to you?

Viral hepatitis is an illness that can be
cured. It's an iliness that one can live with
for along time. It’s also a silent iliness that
can Kill if one is not screened in time.

4. How can the WHA help you?

The WHA can help me through its support
and continued counsel.

5. What one piece of advice would
you give other patient groups around
the world?

Work in collaboration with media and
political representatives; they are the
warhorses who transmit messages to
governments and the wider public.

6. What are your plans for May 19, 2010?

World Hepatitis Day 2010 will be an
opportunity to present the results from
the entire year’s work, such as the
awareness raising campaign, which will
begin officially on 12 January 2010, and
the presentation of a plan for a national
programme to fight against hepatitis,
which will be submitted to the Health
Ministry for study and implementation.

7. What awareness raising campaigns
have really inspired you?

Our national campaign will begin on
National Hepatitis Day on 12 January,
running until 19 May. It will include the
following actions: distribution of 100,000
materials (brochures, leaflets, flyers, etc.)
and sending SMS messages to mobile
phone users.

8. Who would you like to invite to ‘Under
the Spotlight’ for next month?

Grupo Otimismo
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® This is hepatitis...’
Toolkit

Last year, you suggested we keep

the toolkit as concise as possible -

we listened to your feedback,

and this year, the 2010 campaign

toolkit is distilled down to four

easy-to-read sections:

e ‘This is hepatitis...’

e Planning Your Disease-Awareness
Campaign

e Organising ‘This is hepatitis...” Events

e Working with the Media

You will soon receive the new
campaign toolkit, which we hope
will provide you with the materials
necessary to run successful
national campaigns.

(The WHA Needs You

Elevating Global Awareness:
The Hidden Truth of a Global Epidemic

For 19 May 2010, the WHA will be
developing a broadcast documentary.

In telling a broad range of compelling
personal stories, the documentary aims
to increase global awareness of hepatitis
B and C.

To make this project a success, the

WHA needs your help to identify patients,
footage and stories to feature. We will be
contacting member groups with more
information soon; in the meantime, please
think about how you can get involved and
those you know who may be interested

in participating.

@ Bloggers Wanted

The WHA will soon be launching a
‘This is hepatitis...’ blog and we are
looking for contributors.

The new blog will focus on the real-life
impact of hepatitis B and C, with the
aim of generating increased
understanding and awareness

among the general public.

Contributors should have a compelling
story to tell about their personal
experiences with hepatitis B or C

and be willing to share this publicly

on aregular basis.

In contributing to the ‘This is hepatitis...’
blog, bloggers will help to raise
awareness of viral hepatitis on a global
level and will also enhance the profile
of their national organisations.

How you can help:

Do you know someone who enjoys
writing or wants to be a blogger?

You might consider reaching out to
individuals who are already using

their writing skills to contribute to
patient group newsletters or campaigns.

If you are interested in contributing to the
blog, or know of someone who is, please
contact worldhepday@fleishman.com
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This is hepatitis...

As part of the 2010 campaign, the WHA
launched a Media Bureau to provide

board members with the support required to
react to hepatitis B and C related news in a
fast-moving media environment. In doing so,
the WHA aims to increase coverage of viral
hepatitis, ensure that the voices of patient
organisations are heard, and raise the WHA’s
profile, which will ultimately help member
groups engage with governments.

In November, Xinhua News Agency published
a story on the Chinese Government’s
decision to stop mandatory hepatitis B
testing for new employees and students

The WHA Visits Mexico

The WHA recently visited Mexico to take part
in the country’s first International Forum on
Hepatitis C, organised by Fundacion Civitas
Firma. Patient groups from across Latin
America attended presentations by Charles
Gore and author-actor, Chris Kennedy
Lawford. Following the forum, attendees
developed a declaration on hepatitis C as

@ Regional Updates

Starting this month, the WHA is enhancing
the relevance of its newsletter by adding
regional update sections. This section is
specific to your region and highlights news
in your corner of the world. If you have
updates to share in next month’s issue,
please email your regional board member
(contact details below).

Regional Support
Coordinators

Regional Support Coordinators have been
recently appointed to support the WHA
Board. The coordinator for your region

will be responsible for distributing global
campaign materials and providing

advice on regional activities.

If you would like to get in touch with

your Regional Support Coordinator
please contact:

Africa/Eastern Mediterranean
africa@worldhepatitisalliance.org

Australasia
australasia@worldhepatitisalliance.org

Europe
europe@worldhepatitisallliance.org

Latin America
latinamerica@worldhepatitisalliance.org

North America
northamerica@worldhepatitisalliance.org

South East Asia

southeastasia@worldhepatitisalliance.org
Western Pacific
westernpacific@worldhepatitisalliance.org

Not in your region? Please contact
worldhepday@fleishman.com

Media Bureau

throughout China. Recognising this as an
important step towards reducing the stigma
associated with hepatitis B in China, the
Media Bureau worked to draft a comment
welcoming the decision. The comment was
subsequently featured in Xinhau News
Agency as well as the China News Service.

We are always looking for opportunities for
the WHA to comment on topical issues
which impact people with viral hepatitis. If
you have something that you think deserves
comment, please let your Regional Support
Coordinator know or email
whamediabureau@fleishman.com

well as recommendations for action, which
they then presented to the Mexican
Government. The event received widespread
media coverage, and the WHA gave
interviews to major TV and radio outlets.

Are you holding local events that you want to
share? If so, email
worldhepday@fleishman.com and we can
feature your details on the global WHA
website or in the monthly newsletter.

@ @ e Stil Want To Hear
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WHA Grows
and Welcomes
New Members

The Japan Hepatitis Council
(JHC) has joined the WHA.
The JHC is an umbrella
organisation that represents
more than 80 patient groups,
with 10,000 patient members
across the country.

The WHA also expanded its
reach in Eastern Europe during
a recent visit to Kiev, where we
met Olga Gavrilova who, with
Dmitriy Koval, has established
a new Ukrainian patient group
called ‘Stop Hepatitis.” The
group has already carried out
a number of awareness-raising
activities and has plans to
engage governments and
promote testing programmes.

The WHA now has links with
more than 250 viral hepatitis
patient groups around the world.

If you would like to join us,
please email
worldhepday@fleishman.com

From You

From news in your region to upcoming events, we want to

know what’s going on in your corner of the world. Please
email worldhepday@fleishman.com to share your updates.

World|Hepatitis
Alliance

President:
Charles Gore
The Hepatitis C Trust

(United Kingdom)
charles.gore@worldhepatitisalliance.org

Africa/Eastern Mediterranean:

Latin America:

Abdelhamid Bouallag
SOS Hépatites

(Algeria)
hamidboualeg@yahoo.fr

Australasia:
Helen Tyrrell
Hepatitis Australia

(Australia)
helen@hepatitisaustralia.com

Europe:
Achim Kautz
Deutsche Leberhilfe

(Germany)
akautz@Ileberhilfe.org

Raquel José
Non-Executive and Interim

World Hepatitis Alliance
raquel.jose@worldhepatitisalliance.org

North America:
Chris Taylor
NASTAD

(USA)

ctaylor@nastad.org

Western Pacific:
Zhao Wang

Chinese Foundation
for Hepatitis Prevention
& Control

(China)
zjim@cfhpc.org







