
On September 7, Ken Poyser died after a long and brave struggle with liver failure, in the 
ICU at the University Hospital in Edmonton where he lived. He is survived by his 
wife Darlene and son Tony and family. 
 
Ken's quiet contributions to hemophilia and the bleeding disorders were enormous. 
 
Ken worked tirelessly for the World Federation of Hemophilia before serving three terms as 
the VP Finance for the WFH, establishing the accounting system to manage the millions of 
dollars that flows through that organization. He was instrumental in keeping the WFH and 
the CHS on secure financial footing. In 1994 he established the WFH Web site. 
 
In 2005 , Ken received the CHS first International Contribution Award for his work at the 
WFH and internationally. See Hemophilia Today - Fall 2006 – page 5. 
 
Ken was a long-time member and tireless volunteer for the Canadian Hemophilia Society, 
before serving as CHS president. It was his single-minded drive that established the 
Hemophilia Research Million Dollar Club to support research in the bleeding disorders. 
 
Ken was president of the CHS Edmonton Chapter in 1977-1978 where he was able to 
secure the financial support for the establishment of the Edmonton Hemophilia Clinic, and 
home treatment. In 2008, Ken was recognized for starting the clinic and home treatment in 
Edmonton at the 30th anniversary celebration of the clinic on November 4, 2008. His 
contributions were recognized in video conference calls from the former minister of Health, 
Gordon Miniely, and Peter Levine, the researcher whose paper in the NEJM provided the 
proof that home treatment works. You can see those presentations 
at www.ualberta.ca/~britchie/achcn.html. 
 
Those who knew Ken were astonished by his energy and persistence. When, as a young 
man, he was unable to secure a mortgage for a home for his wife and family because of his 
hemophilia, Ken started a construction company and built his own home, along with 
hundreds of other homes in Edmonton. When confronted with barriers to getting home 
treatment for his hemophilia, Ken petitioned his old friend and colleague from his 
accounting firm and then the Alberta Minister of Health, Gordon Miniely, to provide the 
funding to start the Hemophilia Clinic in Edmonton. Although Gordon agreed in principle, it 
was not till he found himself on the agenda of a meeting of international speakers in 
Edmonton, where he was to make the government's announcement of the start of the clinic, 
that Gordon realized that Ken meant "now". When Ken decided that the only way to 
facilitate hemophilia research in Canada was to provide funding, he established the Million 
Dollar fund with his own money as the first contribution. Ken didn't much like the word no. 
 
Kens' local, national and international work was recognized when he was made a member 
of the Order of Canada by Governor General, Michaëlle Jean in December 2008. 
 
Ken would have been the first to say that it was the support and love of his wife and family 
that allowed him to accomplish as much as he did. He referred to Darlene as his "angel", 
and meant it. 
 
Ken was one of my heroes. I will miss him deeply. 
 
Bruce 
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