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Meeting between Tunisia
and Quebec bears fruit

by Joumana Yahchouchi, CHSQ program
and fundraising coordinator

November 3 to 10, the Canadian
Hemophilia Society-Quebec Chapter
(CHSQ) met with the Tunisian

Hemophilia Association (ATH). The CHSQ has
been cultivating close ties with its sister
organization in Tunisia for the past three
years. During the visit to Tunis and Sfax, the
Quebec delegation had an opportunity to
present a series of interactive and practical
workshops. The goal was to consolidate the
ATH’s governance and to encourage Tunisia’s
hemophilia community to become involved
with the organization.
CHSQ President François Laroche
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described the evolution of the Quebec
Chapter’s activities since its creation in
1959, and stressed the importance of
perseverance and doggedness in pursuing
goals. As he explained to the audience, the
CHSQ’s gains were not achieved in a day but
are the fruit of the hard work of many
generations—a powerful testimony and
message of hope to the ATH, which was
created in 1992.
Youth involvement is the key to the

future. In the second workshop, David
Pouliot, the CHSQ’s young vice president,
emphasized the vital role that Tunisian
youth must play within the ATH. Some of
the ideas thrown out to the young
participants helped the Tunisian association
identify possible recruits. The workshop
confirmed the need, day after day, to make
young people aware of their potential to act.
Finally, raising funds is not always the

easiest task to do. As program and
fundraising coordinator for the CHSQ, I made
a presentation to the members of the ATH
Board of Directors and close collaborators,
offering practical tips and useful and
concrete tools to help the organization
successfully develop future activities.
Once again, the meeting proved

extremely productive and constructive for
both parties. It is always fascinating to see
to what extent commitment and energy on
both sides of the ocean can bring about
enormous changes.

Future and current members of the ATH Board of
Directors and members of the CHSQ Board of Directors
during the youth workshop held in the newly-built
Tunis Hemophilia Treatment Centre.

Joumana Yahchouchi, CHSQ
program and fundraising
coordinator, held a
fundraising workshop that
triggered a lot of interest
and participation by the
ATH members.

Leaving the youth workshop held in Sfax, the youngest members playfully surrounded Joumana for a permanent memory of the scene.


