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Responses to CHS open letter to five party leaders 
on 86-90 HepC Agreement Trust Fund surplus 

MONTREAL, October 14, 2015 – Three of the federal parties have responded to 
the Canadian Hemophilia Society (CHS) open letter urging them to publicly commit 
during the election campaign to not attempt to recover any portion of the projected 
quarter-billion dollar surplus in the Trust Fund of the 1986-1990 Hepatitis C 
Settlement Agreement. 

Two parties fully support the CHS request 
On October 5, the Liberal Party, in a letter signed by Party President Anna Gainey 
wrote, “A Liberal government will respect the purpose of this fund and support its 
use for the compensation of victims.” 

A September 17 letter from the Bloc Québécois stated, “Like you, we believe that 
the surplus in the Trust Fund should be allocated to the members of the class 
action. Accordingly, we are committed to respecting the original intentions of the 
Fund.” 

The CHS appreciates these commitments. 

The NDP response was more nuanced. In a September 11 letter, the NDP wrote, “A 
New Democratic government would not intend to extend their involvement in this 
process beyond their legal authority or to attempt to direct surplus funds within the 
Trust Fund of the 1986-1990 Hepatitis C Settlement Agreement to purposes other 
than improving the health of Canadians.” 

Neither the Conservative Party of Canada nor the Green Party of Canada has 
responded to the CHS letter. 

Background 
Following widespread contamination of blood and blood products with hepatitis C 
(HCV) in the late 1980s, a settlement of the 1986-1990 Hepatitis C Class Action 
was approved by the Courts in Ontario, British Columbia and Quebec in 1999. The 
settlement created a fund paid for by the federal, provincial and territorial 
governments totalling but not exceeding $1.18 billion. This amount and the 
investment income generated are used to pay scheduled benefits to class members 
over the course of their lifetimes and to their dependants after their death 
depending on the severity of their illness and what losses they suffer as a result of 
infection with HCV. Approximately one-quarter of the infected persons are (or were) 
people with hemophilia and other inherited bleeding disorders. 

After the most recent financial sufficiency review, the actuaries retained by a Joint 
Committee, representing the class members, and the federal government expressed 
the opinion that the Trust Fund is sufficient to meet the expected needs of class 
members and family class members and there is an estimated surplus of between 
$236 million and $256 million. 



What to do with the surplus 
The orders approving the settlement allow the Joint Committee and the 
governments to apply to the Courts when there is a surplus. The Courts have 
discretion to decide what to do with the surplus. Applications regarding the surplus 
will be considered by the Courts at a Joint Hearing that will take place in Toronto on 
June 20-22, 2016. 

About the Canadian Hemophilia Society 
Founded in 1953, the Canadian Hemophilia Society (CHS) is a national voluntary 
health charity. Its mission is to improve the health and quality of life of all people 
with inherited bleeding disorders and ultimately to find a cure. Its vision is a world 
free from the pain and suffering of inherited bleeding disorders. 

About the 1986-1990 Hepatitis C Settlement Agreement 
Detailed information on the 1986-1990 Hepatitis C Settlement Agreement and the 
schedule leading to the 2016 hearing on the surplus can be found at 
www.hepc8690.ca. 
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