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Global
Perspective
This inspiring story, about the key role of
Dr. Man-Chiu Poon, Director of the Southern
Alberta Hemophilia Treatment Centre, in
helping save a child’s life in China was origi-
nally published in the fall 2007 issue of the
CHS Alberta Chapter newsletter. The article
has been reprinted with the permission of
the chapter and the families mentioned in
the article.

Dr. Poon first began to devote his time and
skills to improving care and treatment for
people with hemophilia in China in 1993,
when he led a hemophilia workshop organ-
ized by the World Federation of Hemophilia
(WFH). In 1997, a formal WFH centre twin-
ning was established between the
Hematology Institute in Tianjin, China,
and the Southern Alberta Hemophilia
Treatment Centre in Calgary. Dr. Poon was
recently awarded the CHS International
Contribution Award for his outstanding
efforts to improve the care and treatment
of people with hemophilia living in China.
(Please see article on National Awards on
page 5.)

I
have been volunteering with the
CHS Alberta Chapter for several
years now. I’ve had the privilege of
meeting many members of the
Alberta Bleeding Disorders

Community and also been fortunate to
get to know the staff at both of our
Alberta Clinics through my involvement
on the Chapter Executive over the past
several years. I have to admit that I have
faced times where I have questioned
whether I should devote so much time to
the CHS. That questioning was put to rest
recently when all of my involvement in
the CHS came together and enabled me
to become a small part of an effort to
save the life of a precious little girl in
China.

Friends of mine have been in China for
a couple of years doing humanitarian

work. They had become familiar
faces at an orphanage there and at
the end of May were met with a
request from the Director of the
orphanage. A baby had been aban-
doned and been brought to the
orphanage but she was very sick.
The Director asked my friends if
they would take this little girl
home and care for her in what was
believed to be her last days. My
friends agreed. I learned of their
life with this little child through
regular communication that we
share through our circle of friends.
The picture at left is of Hosanna
(Hebrew translation means “Save”)

CHS
connections:
witnessing
a miracle
by Juanita Pickerl, Spruce Grove, Alberta

A

Hosanna on May 29, 2007 at about twelve months old

When I heard the
words ‘blood disorder’,
I thought, “Well, we
can help with that!”

Dr. Man Chiu-Poon and Hosanna in September, 2007

when she first came to them. She was
about 12 months of age and weighed less
than 4 kg. Seeing Hosanna’s poor little
frail body just made my heart ache. My
friends sought medical attention for her
in China to see if anything could be done.
It took a few weeks to begin to get a
sense of what was wrong (take note folks
– appreciate your access to your local
clinic!). Finally, the word came that they
believed this child had a blood disorder
called Beta Thalessemia Major. This meant
that Hosanna had a complete lack of beta

protein in her hemoglobin which caused
life-threatening anemia. When I heard
the words ‘blood disorder’, I thought,
“Well, we can help with that!” From my
involvement in the CHS, I knew that
through the World Federation of
Hemophilia Dr. Man-Chiu Poon, Director
of our Southern Alberta Hemophilia
Clinic, had twinned his Calgary clinic with
Hematology Clinics in China.

What a difference
TLC and good medical
care make! Take a look
at our little miracle
now! Only four months
have passed and the
change in Hosanna is
amazing!
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Female
Factor

by Patricia Stewart

The

An estimated 300,000 Canadians
have the gene that causes von
Willebrand disease (VWD), the most

common bleeding disorder. The inherited
disorder affects males and females equally,
however females have the extra problems
associated with gynecological and obstet-
rical bleeding (97% of girls and women
with VWD consult for these specific prob-
lems compared to 10% of the general

VWD in Women:
Raising
Awareness,
Changing Lives
Training weekend
for women

female population). While approximately
10% (30,000 people) may experience med-
ical problems related to bleeding, only 8%
of this subgroup (2,500 people) are cur-
rently registered at hemophilia treatment
centres in Canada.

The Canadian Hemophilia Society pub-
lished its first comprehensive book for
people with von Willebrand disease, All
About von Willebrand, in 2000, and
launched the VWD Public Awareness

Campaign in 2001 to help increase recog-
nition of the symptoms of VWD and thus
increase diagnosis of people living with
this disorder. The Community Education
Kit, a binder that includes a visual presen-
tation and corresponding information, was
developed as a tool for educating the pub-
lic about VWD. The kit was sent out to all
chapters, but follow-up evaluation in 2006
determined that it was seldom used.

Enthusiastic participants at the VWD training workshop

continued on page 24

I emailed Dr. Poon and asked if he
might be able to help. And help he did!
Dr. Poon kindly reviewed test results,
helped confirm the diagnosis and put my
friends in touch with a Hematologist in
China who could treat Hosanna. The
treatment for Beta Thalessemia Major is
frequent blood transfusions. The chal-
lenge is that these frequent transfusions
eventually cause iron-overload which
must be further treated with chelation
therapy. Through Dr. Poon and his col-
leagues in China, my friends were able to
purchase appropriate medical equipment
and medicine and receive training to
administer daily chelation therapy for
Hosanna.

What a difference TLC and good med-
ical care make! Take a look at our little
miracle now! Only four months have
passed and the change in Hosanna is
amazing! I am truly inspired by the love
and care my friends have shown this pre-
cious little one. Thanks doesn’t fully
express the gratitude I feel for the caring
and compassion graciously given by Dr.
Poon and Dr. Jing Sun in China in every-
thing they have done to save Hosanna’s
life. I have deep admiration for them both!
Lastly, I want to challenge each of you
reading this article to become involved in
your Chapter of the CHS. Our volunteer
numbers are small and we need you!
Value the care you have and be prepared
to support and share it with others. You
never know when you might become part
of a life saving adventure!

Hosanna on September 30, 2007, after only 4 months of
proper medical treatment

“It was an excep-
tionally joyful and
fun event.”


