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A Global
Perspective

2008was a continuation of the
success that the TCOR – Jordan twinning
experience has been since its debut five
years ago. From November 4 to 14, 2008,
TCOR hosted our friends from the Jordanian
Hemophilia and Thalassemia Society (JHTS)
for a 10-day educational exchange visit.

Sawsan Al-Swety, a physiotherapist
from Jordan, undertook three days of
training at the Hospital for Sick Children
and St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto,
where she met a number of hemophilia
patients alongside physiotherapy staff Pam
Hilliard and Caroline Jones. She also had

the opportunity to
experience and appreciate
firsthand comprehensive
care (something very much
taken for granted in
Canada) through
attendance at the Friday
clinic at the Hospital for
Sick Children.
A special TCOR board

meeting focused on
twinning was held. TCOR
board members and JHTS
board members Arafat
Awajan and Asia Al Sayayadeh exchanged
information and reviewed programs and
services, organizational structure, and the
planning and budgeting processes. We were
joined by two former TCOR board members
and Sawsan Al-Swety, who is very involved
with the hemophilia society in Jordan and
offers free physiotherapy clinics to
patients. Special guests included 12-year-
old Omar from Jordan, who met and
exchanged valuable information (through
hand-held video games) with his new
Canadian buddies Stephan and Roman.
Later in the week, the Jordanian board
members were able to meet with TCOR
youth representative Sarah Bradshaw. 
A well-attended hepatitis C information

session was also part of the very busy
schedule for our guests.
The TCOR Families in Touch Support

Group held an international potluck
dinner, where Arafat presented the
advances in Jordan accomplished through
the twinning program. The Awajan family
particularly enjoyed the opportunity to
meet and chat with other
families in a relaxed
environment.
Arafat, his wife Asia and

Sawsan Al-Swety also attended
a recognition luncheon in
honour of Dr. Bernadette
Garvey, who spearheaded the
founding of the St. Michael’s
Hospital Adult Hemophilia
Program over 25 years ago and
was also instrumental in
establishing the Hemophilia
Treatment Centre twinning
with two hospitals in Jordan.
Last and perhaps most

importantly, our Jordanian
partners attended hemophilia
clinics at both the Hospital for
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Sick Children and St. Michael’s Hospital,
which were valuable opportunities to learn
more about comprehensive care. Young Omar
enjoyed his tour of the SickKids Research
Laboratory, where Dr. Margaret Rand gave
him the opportunity to conduct a bit of his
own research.
All was not work though. We found 

time for a visit with a family (where Omar
had a chance to play with his Canadian
counterparts), shopping at the Eaton Centre,
supper at the top of the CN Tower and a trip
to Niagara Falls.
By the time Friday came, a tired family

boarded their flight home to Jordan laden
with books, souvenirs and hopefully an
understanding of the role of the CHS in
promoting improved care, and the ways in
which TCOR works to accomplish our shared
vision of improved health and quality of life
for people with bleeding disorders. We also
hope we were able to repay some of the
incredible Jordanian hospitality that has been
our pleasure to experience over the course of
the twinning.

(L-R) Back row: Omar Awajan, Arafat Awajan, Asia Al Sayayadeh. 
Front row: Mike Beck, Candace Terpstra and Sarah Bradshaw.

During TCOR’s last visit to Jordan, young Laithe meets physiothera-
pist Sawsan Fawzi. Together they will work on improving his knee
joint function.


