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Background 

 

Ronald “Garry” MacLean was born on Prince Edward Island on March 28, 1951. 

 

The Garry MacLean Educational Award for Knowledge of Hemophilia and 

Related Bleeding Disorders was introduced and approved by the membership of 

the PEI Chapter of the Canadian Hemophilia Society at their semi-annual meeting 

in the fall of 2017. 

It was developed to honor the memory of Garry MacLean, an Islander born with 

severe Hemophilia A (Factor VIII deficient) who lived a full life and contributed 

many volunteer hours and leadership roles to both the Canadian Hemophilia 

Society and the PEI Chapter. 

Sadly, Garry’s life was cut short as a result of receiving contaminated blood 

products and he passed away in August of 1992 at the age of 41.  

His death was one of many across Canada (and worldwide) during a period of time 

commonly known in Canada as the Tainted Blood Tragedy. 

 

 

 

 



What are Bleeding Disorders? 

A bleeding disorder is a condition that affects the way your blood normally clots. 

The clotting process, also known as coagulation, changes blood from a liquid to a 

solid. When you’re injured, your blood normally begins to clot to prevent a 

massive loss of blood. Sometimes, certain conditions prevent blood from clotting 

properly, which can result in heavy or prolonged bleeding. 

Bleeding disorders can cause abnormal bleeding both outside and inside the body. 

Some disorders can drastically increase the amount of blood leaving your body. 

Others cause bleeding to occur under the skin or in vital organs, such as the brain. 

Bleeding disorders often develop when the blood can’t clot properly. For blood to 

clot, your body needs blood proteins called clotting factors and blood cells called 

platelets. Normally, platelets clump together to form a plug at the site of a 

damaged or injured blood vessel. The clotting factors then come together to form a 

fibrin clot. This keeps the platelets in place and prevents blood from flowing out of 

the blood vessel. 

In people with bleeding disorders, however, the clotting factors or platelets don’t 

work the way they should or are in short supply. When the blood doesn’t clot, 

excessive or prolonged bleeding can occur. It can also lead to spontaneous or 

sudden bleeding in your muscles, joints, or other parts of your body. 

Most bleeding disorders are inherited, which means they’re passed from a parent to 

their child. However, some disorders may develop with no evidence of a heredity 

background known as “spontaneous occurrence” and some bleeding disorders may 

occur as the result of other medical conditions, such as liver disease. 

Two of the most common bleeding disorders are Hemophilia and Von 

Willebrand’s Disease. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Guidelines to apply for the award 

Eligibility: The award is open for application to classrooms (under guidance by 

their teacher) from Kindergarten to Grade 9 (PEI Primary) for all schools on Prince 

Edward Island. 

Theme: The focus of the award is to encourage a team effort in the form of 

classroom and teacher participation, in conducting research and preparing a 

classroom presentation and submission to the PEI Chapter of the Canadian 

Hemophilia Society, on what learning experience the class has undertaken in 

relation to the topic of Hemophilia and related bleeding disorders. 

Submission Format: The submission can be any acceptable and creative format 

that the class and teacher decides including but not limited to Video, Skit or Play, 

Essay (written submission), Art Exhibition, etc. 

Judging Criteria: Entries will be judged by a select panel of members of the PEI 

Chapter of the Canadian Hemophilia Society based on a variety of criteria 

including knowledge, creativity, originality, and group effort. 

The Award: The winning classroom will receive a cash award of $1000 to be used 

for the purchase of educational supplies or materials for their school or classroom.  

Deadline: All applications must be electronically submitted to the PEI Chapter of 

the Canadian Hemophilia Society by midnight, March 31 of each calendar year.  

The winner will be announced in early April, on or before World Hemophilia Day 

(April 17 each year). 

Expectations: Upon acceptance of the award, the submission of the winning class 

will become the property of the Canadian Hemophilia Society. The winning 

submission may be displayed to the general public through a variety of public and 

(or) private media and participants should be comfortable with allowing their 

names and their submission to be used by the Canadian Hemophilia Society in any 

public relations venue. 

The Garry MacLean Educational Award application can be found on the PEI 

Hemophilia Chapters website: 

http://www.hemophilia.ca/en/provincial-chapters/prince-edward-island/  

http://www.hemophilia.ca/en/provincial-chapters/prince-edward-island/

