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 MINUTES OF THE CHS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Hilton Quebec 

June 3, 2018, 9am 
 
Present: Paul Wilton, Ontario    Maia Meier, Ontario  
  Kathy Lawday, Ontario             Rick Waines, British Columbia 
  Dianna Cunning, Nova Scotia   Lawry MacLeod, Nova Scotia 

Carmen Nishiyama, Alberta   Craig Upshaw, Alberta 
Jeff Jerrett, Newfoundland & Labrador  Monica Mamut, Alberta 
Mathieu Jackson, Quebec    Wendy Quinn, Saskatchewan     

  Bojan Pirnat, Ontario 
      
Regrets:  John Schmitke, Manitoba   
  Shelley Blaquiere, PEI   
 
Staff Support:  Hélène Bourgaize, National co-Executive Director  
   Deborah Franz Currie, National co-Executive Director  
   David Page, National Director of Health Policy 

Rachel Leslie, National Project Coordinator 
 

 
The CHS policy binders were distributed. 

  
1. Case for support   

The Board was divided into smaller groups and charged with creating an awareness 
and fundraising campaign around their topic. Subtopics were as follows: 

• Personal advocacy and empowerment 

• A day-to-day look at the CHS 

• What if the CHS did not exist? 

• A look to the future 
 

Campaigns for each topic were presented.  
 
The Chapter Relations committee will work with staff and volunteers to conduct a 
communications audit to determine the best and most relevant way to 
communicate to our members. Using the Case for Support developed at this 
workshop an engagement and fundraising initiative will be developed to both 
address the “communications gap” between national and chapters, and to increase 
member engagement across the board.  A specific target group was identified as the 
“middle group” (not newly diagnosed or new parents). The need to highlight CHS’ 
work on product access and accessibility to comprehensive care (“Nobody knows 
why their product is free.”) was also determined to be an area of focus.   
 
At the September meeting, an update will be given on the planning and on the 
alignment of the case for support with the communications audit. As well, how or if 
to integrate the messaging of access to innovative therapies and product 
reimbursement will be addressed. At the November meeting, key initiatives, 
responsibilities and timelines will be presented as well as a summary of the roles for 
National staff, National Board and chapters. 
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2. Board self-evaluation 

 The link for the self-evaluation will be sent online as well as a form for a skills 
 assessment. 
 

3. Financial – redistribution of excess camp funds 
Deborah presented the proposal for the distribution of the excess camp funds. 

 
MOTION 

To approve distribution of the $8000 as presented.  
Moved: Craig Upshaw 

Seconded: Mathieu Jackson 
Approved unanimously 

 
4. Other business 
  

• Paul will email the reflections on the nominations process for the group to review 
later.  

• Ideas were discussed to make the AGM more interactive and encourage participation, 
such as having a French component, live webcast, or holding it later in the day.  

• A summary on paid plasma from the government’s blue-ribbon committee reiterates 
the Board’s decision. A link will be included in the next e-blast to the community.  

• The interactive sections of the Board meeting were much appreciated.  

• Mathieu will also send an email on funding ideas (ie: portal, fees, etc).  
 
 

  
 

5. Adjournment 
MOTION 

To adjourn the meeting. 
Moved: Maia Meier 

 
 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12pm.  
 
Minutes Approved by: ______________________ __________________________  
   President    Secretary 


