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      MINUTES OF THE CHS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
Teleconference 

April 28 2019, 1 pm 
 

 
Present: Paul Wilton, Ontario    Maia Meier, Ontario  
  Kathy Lawday, Ontario             Rick Waines, British Columbia 
  Dianna Cunning, Nova Scotia   Emil Wijnker, Ontario 
  Carmen Nishiyama, Alberta   Cathy Wright, PEI 

Craig Upshaw, Ontario   Wendy Quinn, Saskatchewan    
 Jeff Jerrett, Newfoundland & Labrador  Mathieu Jackson, Quebec 

        
Regrets:  Monica Mamut, BC 
  John Schmitke, Manitoba  
  Rachel Wright for Erin Van Dusen, Nova Scotia 
   
Staff Support:  Hélène Bourgaize, National co-Executive Director  
   Deborah Franz Currie, National co-Executive Director  
   David Page, National Director of Health Policy 
   Rachel Leslie, Project Coordinator 
     
 
No conflicts of interest were declared.   

 
1. Approval of the agenda  

See Appendix A. Education Committee update was added to the agenda. 
 

MOTION 
That the agenda be approved as amended.  

Moved: Craig Upshaw  
Seconded: Dianna Cunning 

Carried unanimously 
 

 
2. Minutes of February 2019 

See Appendix B.  
MOTION 

To approve the February 2019 minutes as presented.  
Moved: Craig Upshaw 
Seconded: Rick Waines 

Carried unanimously  
 

3. Reimbursement issues  
See Appendices C through G. Taken as read. David presented with Mathieu acting as 
moderator. 
 
Discussion ensued as to blood budgets, pharma care proposals, formularies, tender 
process, secrecy issues, barriers to care, private insurance risks and efficacious vs. 
effective products.  
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The two main issues at hand are the evaluation of products and reimbursement. We 
need the answer to “why should we be different?” The concern is losing access.  
 
BSSC strategies were discussed. Paul thanked Craig and David for their leadership 
and work on this issue. 
 

4. Nominating Committee 
Carmen updated the Board that the committee had sought nominations for 
additional directors to complete the board (due by April 26). After the skills 
assessments were reviewed from the chapter nominated directors, the call went out 
to chapters to identify people with the skills to fill the gaps and 8 nominations were 
received. The committee will meet on Tuesday and will set up interviews in the next 
two weeks and then propose a slate. 
 

5. Other business 
An Education Committee update was provided. The committee is using new tools, 
such as Slack and Trello.  Their first goal was to identify people on the committee to 
head up working groups on ageing, needs assessment, educational materials and 
program review. They will be working on building out the working groups with 
volunteers and will meet as committee again in the next few weeks. 

 
6. Financial Report 

See Appendix H. Taken as read. Dianna reviewed the 2018 audited financial 
statements to be presented to the membership at the upcoming AGM.    
  

MOTION 
That the 2018 audited financial statements be accepted as presented.   

Moved: Craig Upshaw 
Seconded: Wendy Quinn 

Carried unanimously 
 

7. Blood Safety and Supply Committee Report 
See Appendix I. Taken as read. Hemlibra has been approved in Quebec and 
availability is expected to be announced next week. Quebec has a reputation of 
being first in drug access. This news will be sent to CBS to help push. 
 
The PTBLC meeting will be held on Thursday.  
 
There will be a story published on May 6th in the Globe and Mail about a boy in Nova 
Scotia and the high cost incurred daily on treatment because he does not have 
access to Hemlibra. The CHS will issue a communique to highlight this. 
 
There was discussion around the paid plasma Senate testimony and who testified 
about variations of safety between paid and unpaid donors. 
 
A customer letter was received from CBS extending existing contracts, and not 
calling for a new RFP. CHS will bring this up at the meeting with CBS on May 22. 
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A discussion was had around pharma funding, public perception and pharma 
interactions.  CHS has lost funding by not being influenced by pharma, but 
perception is the problem. Other sources of support are simply not available - public 
grants are not available because patient organizations put pressure on government 
for better care, foundation and corporate grants are inaccessible due to lack of 
alignment and target market. The general public does not “need” the CHS and 
individual giving is diminishing.  We have mechanisms in place to ensure no undue 
influence from any external stakeholder through the BSSC, and CHS always acts 
independently on all policy and access issues.  
 

MOTION 
That the BSSC report be approved as presented. 

Moved: Craig Upshaw 
Seconded: Carmen Nishiyama 

Carried unanimously 
 

8. Care and Treatment Committee 
Wendy reported that the Standards of Care subcommittee is being formed with 
invites going out to the AHCDC and the 3 healthcare provider groups. Discussions 
will take place at Rendez-vous to identify each group’s designated rep(s). The next 
committee meeting will be May 13. 
 

9. Takeda Request re Eloctate 
The board reviewed the unanimous recommendation from the BSSC to keep the 
CHS letter to the community on the forced Eloctate switch on the website.  Leaving 
the letter on the home page until the issue is resolved is important for advocacy and 
to encourage members to talk to their physicians and ask questions. Some chapters 
mentioned pressure and leading suggestions from various companies around 
different issues.  It was noted that funneling these through the BSSC and National 
would be the most efficacious strategy. 
 

MOTION 
That leave the Eloctate letter on the home page of the website. 

Moved: Craig Upshaw 
Seconded: Dianna Cunning 

Carried unanimously 
 
 
 
Paul acknowledged the outgoing Board members: 
  -Craig for his longstanding and outstanding service to the Board and the CHS 
  -Maia who is stepping back for a year and looking to help with the education 
  committee 
  -Monica who is having her baby this week and will remain on the Admin and 
  Finance committee 
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10. Adjournment 

MOTION 
To adjourn the meeting. 

Moved: Craig Upshaw  
 
 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 3:15pm.  
 
Minutes Approved by: ______________________ __________________________  
   President    Secretary 


