
 

COVID-19: CHS Message to the Canadian bleeding disorder community 

[ Update: October 14, 2020 ] 

European reports show no evidence of added risks for people with bleeding disorders  

Adverse event reports to the European Haemophilia Safety Surveillance (EUHASS) programme 
indicate no evidence of increased COVID-19 complications in people with inherited bleeding 
disorders. 

Dr. Mike Makris, in a presentation to the European Haemophilia Consortium Virtual Congress 
on October 10, said that EUHASS had received reports of 92 cases of COVID-19 in people with 
a variety of bleeding disorders, including acquired hemophilia. As is the case in the general 
population, the most severe complications occurred in older age groups and in those with 
underlying comorbidities. Eighteen deaths were reported, half of those in people with acquired 
hemophilia, which mainly affects older people with other serious health issues.  

The EUHASS is a pharmacovigilance programme monitoring the safety of treatments for people 
with hemophilia and other inherited bleeding disorders in Europe. It started in 2008 and 
currently has 80 centres reporting from 26 European countries caring for almost 30,000 people 
with bleeding disorders. 

Dr. Makris concluded that: 

▪ the prevalence of COVID-19 in the bleeding disorder population is the same as in the general 
population; 

▪ the course of disease is similar; and 

▪ the recommended treatments are identical.  

People with bleeding disorders diagnosed with COVID-19 should inform their treatment 
centres. 

Inventories of clotting factor concentrates at normal levels 

The Canadian Hemophilia Society continues to monitor inventories of clotting factor 
concentrates during the pandemic and can report that levels are at or above targets. No 
shortages are anticipated. 

The CHS urges people to closely follow the recommendations of  
federal, provincial and local public health authorities 

to reduce risk to you and your loved ones. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns,  
do not hesitate to write to us at chs@hemophilia.ca. 
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